From the 867 patients enrolled 41% were found to be positive for S. aureus. 237 M40 76 swabs were culture positive for S. aureus compared to 268 positives for the ESwabs, 77 an increase of 13.1% (P <0.001). 78
Enrichment culture was more sensitive than direct plating for both types of swab 79 (Table 1) The results demonstrate that use of ESwabs increases S. aureus recovery. The ability 89 to automate processing enables laboratories to potentially improve efficiency. A 90 comparison of timings showed that automated processing of a batch of 72 samples 91 took 2.7 minutes hands-on time; this compared with 57 minutes for manual 92
processing. This represents a reduction in "hands-on" time of 95%. It would be 93 possible to improve this further by using alternative streaking protocols. 94 MRSA enrichment culture is used for screening Derriford Hospital's elective pre-95 operative patients and is performed 10 to 14 days in advance of surgery. This study 96 has shown that this method improves detection of S. aureus and justifies its use in this 97 setting where an early result is less important. A short turn around time is more 98 using the most sensitive swab/transport system available is recommended. 
